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Teacher’s Notes

ABOUT THIS ACTIVITY
In these activities, pupils learn about the five senses in both humans
and dogs.
A simple worksheet can be used with younger pupils starting to learn
about the five senses; there is a reading comprehension activity for more
able or older pupils that also develops their understanding of how human
and dog senses differ. Finally, a multiple choice quiz that can be used as
a PSHE / Citizenship lesson or after a visit from one of our Education and
Community Officers.

Age range: 5-11 years
Subjects: Science / English / PSHE / Citizenship

You will need:
Copies of the activity sheets for each pupil.
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Teacher’s Notes

HOW TO USE THIS ACTIVITY
 ounger pupils use the worksheet to establish which part of the body they
Y
use for each sense; then label the human and dog faces with each of the senses.
N.B. Pupils may find ‘touch’ a tricky one for dogs. See what ideas they come
up with. You could say that dogs touch with their paws, noses and tongues!
 lder pupils can practice their reading comprehension skills by reading
O
‘Senses – dogs vs humans’ and answering the questions.
 multiple-choice ‘Dog Senses’ quiz can be used with all pupils to test their
A
knowledge either after reading the ‘Senses – dogs vs humans’ or as a fun test
of general knowledge.

Quiz answers
1. Answer e. 300 million
2. Answer c. 18
3. Answer e. They can use their ears to cool down if they are hot
4. Answer e. To help them pick up scents
5. Answer d. Puppies are born with the ability to taste in the same way adult dogs do
6. Answer c. All over their bodies under their skin
7. Answer b. Smell
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Senses

PUPIL WORKSHEET

TASK:
Finish the sentences below.

SENSES

My senses

A dog’s senses

I hear with my

Dogs hear with their

I taste with my

Dogs taste with their

I see with my

Dogs see with their

I smell with my

Dogs smell with their

I touch with my

Dogs touch with their
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Senses

PUPIL WORKSHEET

TASK:
Can you label the senses on the human face and the dog face?
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P U P I L I N F O R M AT I O N S H E E T

Senses – dogs vs humans
Dogs have five senses just like humans; they can see,
smell, hear, taste and touch. However, their senses are
very different to ours.

Smell
A human nose has about 5 million scent receptors, but a dog can have as many as
300 million.
Dogs are Olympic smellers. Some dogs can smell things buried as far as 12 metres
underground, that’s why there are so many working dogs trained to sniff out
drugs, explosives, cancer and many other things.
Ever wondered why dogs lick their noses? It’s so they can pick up more scents.
Did you know that dogs can also wiggle each nostril on its own – can you?

Hearing
The human ear only has two muscles, designed to protect us from loud noises.
Dogs have 18 muscles in each ear, which means they can tilt, turn, raise and lower
them. They can even move one ear at a time.
Dogs can hear much better than humans, after smelling it’s their second greatest
super-sense. They can hear high pitched sounds that humans cannot; they can also
hear much quieter and softer sounds that we would not notice. They can hear
things that are much further away, too, which explains why dogs know when
someone is at the front door before you do!
Dogs can be frightened by the sound of a vacuum cleaner or a power drill because
the noise is much louder to them than it is to us. Imagine how they feel when they
hear fireworks exploding in the sky?

SENSES
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P U P I L I N F O R M AT I O N S H E E T

Senses – dogs vs humans
Taste
Dogs have about 1700 taste buds on the tip of their tongue, while humans have
a massive 9000! Although they don’t have as many taste buds as us, they can still
taste whether something is bitter, sweet, salty or sour. Strangely, unlike us, dogs
can actually taste water!
Dogs are much more interested in how something smells. You could say that a dog
tastes more with their nose; if it smells good, it’s usually worth eating.

Sight
Like humans, dogs see in colour, but they don’t see the same colours
we do. Humans can see lots of colours in the world, but dogs only see the world
in shades of yellow, blue and grey. Just like some humans who are colour blind,
they cannot see shades of red or green.
Dogs can see much better in the dark than humans, as much as five times better.
In fact, scientists think that dogs can see almost as well as cats in the dark.

Touch
Just like humans, dogs have nerve endings under their skin all over their bodies.
These nerve endings send messages to their brain about the sensation they are
feeling, whether it is hot or cold, soft or sharp, for example.
Dogs also have special hairs on their body (called vibrissae) that are touchsensitive. They are found around their eyes, around their nose and muzzle, and on
their jawline. These hairs detect the flow of air and help a dog orient itself (know
their position, which was probably very important to their ancestors when hunting
for food).
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PUPIL WORKSHEET

Senses – dogs vs humans
TASK:
Read ‘Senses – dogs vs humans’ and then answer these questions.

1. How does the text describe the way dogs smell?

2. What do the muscles in a dog’s ear help them do?

3. What can dogs taste that humans can’t?

4. How else do dogs ‘taste’ things?

SENSES
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PUPIL WORKSHEET

Senses – dogs vs humans
5. Dogs see the world in shades of colours. What are they?

6. Where do nerve endings send messages?

7. Where can you find vibrissae?

8. What things are working dogs trained to sniff out?
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PUPIL WORKSHEET

Senses – dogs vs humans
9. What two things are described as a dog’s super sense?

10. Explain how a dog’s hearing is different from a human’s.

SENSES
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PUPIL WORKSHEET

Dog senses quiz
1. How many scent receptors do dogs have in their noses?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

27
450
5,000
20 million
300 million

2. How many muscles do dogs use to move their ears?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

2
6
18
100
150

3. Which of these is not true about a dog’s ears?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
4.

Puppies can’t hear until 12 weeks of age
Dogs use their ears to communicate emotions
Dogs can tilt, turn, raise and lower their ears
Dogs can move each ear independently
They can use their ears to cool down if they are hot
Why do dogs lick their noses?

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

SENSES

They are trying to make us laugh
It’s a way of showing they are hungry
There’s no known reason for it
It’s just a habit they have
To help them pick up scents
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PUPIL WORKSHEET

Dog Senses Quiz
5. Which of these is not true about a dog’s sense of taste?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Dogs can taste bitter, sweet, salty and sour flavours
Dogs have 1700 taste buds – that’s 7300 fewer than humans
Unlike humans, dogs can taste water
Puppies are born with the ability to taste in the same way adult dogs do
Dogs are more interested in how something smells than how it tastes

6. Where do dogs have sensory receptors
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Only in their paws
Only in their tail
All over their bodies under their skin
Only around their bottom
Nowhere

7. Which sense is a dog’s strongest?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

SENSES

Sight
Smell
Taste
Touch
Hearing
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